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JOHN DRYDEN, 1693.

Shakefpear* thy Gift, I place before my fight ;
With awe, I afk his Blefling 'ere I write ;
With Reverence look on his Majeftick Face ;
Proud to be lefs $ but of his Godlike Race.
His Soul Infpires me, while thy Praife I write,
And I like Teucer, under Ajax fight $
Bids thee through me, be bold ; with  dauntlefs

breaft

Contemn the bad, and Emulate the beft.
Like his, thy Criticks in th* attempt are loft j
When moft they rail, know then, they envy moft.
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